EFABERYSTWYTH Imperial College LANCASTER }
"~ UNIVERSITY London
Q Queen Mary @ oo rology S 0/ [

BTO Univrsity of London L Forest Research

Lokingutforbics

Want to know more

Email us at duress@cardiff.ac.uk D”’e”

Visit our website www.nerc-duress.org

Diversity in Upland Rivers for
Ecosystem Service
Sustainability

or the BESS website www.nerc-bess.net




DURESS is a £3 million NERC funded project to assess the role of river biodiversity in

D”’e” sustaining key ecosystem services. Led by Cardiff University, this project brings
together more than 30 researchers from a range of disciplines and institutions and is

supported by 7 actively involved stakeholders.

AN ECOSYSTEM APPROACH

Our most important ecosystems...

The UK's water infrastructure is valued at over
£250 billion while the water industry contributes
around £10 billion annually to the UK economy.
Our 389,000 km of streams and rivers are,
therefore, our most important natural asset. Yet,
we overlook the value of the catchments that
supply our water.

And the web of river life

Even more, we undervalue the processes carried
out by the multitude of river organisms that
maintain and regulate water quality, for example

At your service?

We also lack quantification of how river
processes provide the key ecosystem services
on which we rely: not only clean water, but
also the fisheries enjoyed by Britain’s 4 million
anglers, or river birds, otters and water voles
that are such an important part of our
freshwater landscapes. DURESS is therefore
filling critical gaps in which there is major
stakeholder interest.

The big questions

DURESS will use river microbes, invertebrates,
fish and river birds at all levels from genes to




